CONQUESTS   AND   DISCOVERIES
Castilians would add to their power by attacking and seizing the
Moorish Emirate of Granada ; and, finally, the great doubt he
entertained concerning the ability of Portugal to maintain and
defend Ceuta even if the assault proved successful. " I am thus
of the opinion," he concluded, " that it would be far better to
forget these projects than to attempt their execution, for this last
reason is sufficient, without speaking of the other four, which are
all as substantial, to prevent the accomplishment of our desire.
However, if you perceive that these reasons are not just, tell me
your arguments to the contrary ; I shall acknowledge them in
accordance with right and reason."4
The King's statement distressed his sons. They held meetings
among themselves and a few days later presented their point of
view to their father. It was the Infante Dom Henrique, whom the
King saw alone, who finally persuaded Dom Joao to proceed with
the expedition. "As for the present," said the Infante, "I see
how that this exploit would be a service rendered to God, and I
think on your faith and your Christian spirit ; and reason tells me
that you ought not to refuse war against the infidels for fear lest it
might be favourable to the King of Castile ; since even if he were
our greatest enemy he would be so only by accident (being a
Christian like ourselves), whereas the infidels are our enemies by
nature. As for the future, I believe the capture of the city of Ceuta
cannot in any way cause a rupture of the peace and amity which
you have recently established between us and the kingdom of
Castile, but very much to the contrary, for the Castilians will
perceive, from the greatness of this exploit, the valour and mettle
of your subjects, and the marvellous force at your disposal for the
accomplishment of such a feat. They will see also how that our
taking of Ceuta will facilitate the conquest of Granada. And
even if all these reasons were not enough to make them understand
what I have just said, their ill-will could not readily be manifested
against us, for the conquest of Granada is not an easy task, and
when it is effected they will have enough labour and care to keep
and maintain it. And, above all, Our Lord God, Who is the per-
fection of all things, seeing your good will and good disposition,
will be with you always, and you will be able to say with the
Prophet : Since the Lord is my helper, I need not fear what men
may do unto me/'5
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